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BELGIUM 


MINISTERS EXPLAIN AFRICAN POLICY TO COMMITTEE 





LD191211 Brusseis LE SOIR in French 13 Mar 81 p 3 
{“C.B." report] 


[Text] The lower house and Senate Joint committees have met to hear a fourfold exposition 
of foreign policy: [Foreign Minister] Mr Nothomb, Development Cooperation Minister 

Mr Coens and Foreign Trade Minister Robert Urbain (whose report was read by Mr Nothomb) 
explained Belgium's African policy. Of course, a large chapter was devoted to Zaire, 
which explains why Mr Martens, fresh from his visit there, gave his assessment of it and 
explained his famous “declaration of love." 


Despite the reticence of the Flemish Socialists, who expressed themselves mainly by letter, 
there was no debate. A debate is planned in each committee for next week and it is 
possible that during the foreign affairs budget debate the African section will be the 
subject of debate in Parliament. 


Mr Martens described the Belgian-Zairian joint communique to the parliamentarians in very 
positive terms and explained his "declaration of love," specifying that by “‘Tairian leaders" 
he meant not only President Mobutu but more generally all the interlocutors with whom he 
had spoken (provincial governors, local leaders and ministers) and who had all given him 
an excellent welcome. He also pointed to the new aspects of Belgian aid to Zaire: A 
state loan of BF400 million and a credit of BF150 million to improve Zaire's telecomnuni- 
cations, particularly its international communications. Zaire also proposed repaying 

its debts to the Telegraph and Telephone Administration, which totals BFl billion, 

paying BF50 million right away. Another much more ambitious project was discussed, for 

a kind of “Zairian Zeebrugge": Improvements to the portof Banana, which would involve 
work lasting several years. 


Observance of Mutual Legality 


Following the meeting, Mr Nothomb spoke to journalists about the main points of Belgium's 
African policy. With regard to Zaire, he pointed out that two delicate subjects were 
broached, though not together, in Kinshasa: The status of the oppositionists in Belgium 
(those recognized as political refugees and the rest) and the fate of the parliamentarians 
still being held. Both sides agreed, Mr Nothomb said, to observe the other's laws. 
Belgian laws have been fully explained to Kinshasa, thanks to the works by professor 

de Vischer, analyzing the status of aliens in general and of political refugees in 
particular, and the changes introduced following the approval of a new law on aliens 

at the end of 1980. 


The Zairian authorities accepted these explanations, Mr Nothomb added, and only asked 
that Belgian law be applied to Zairian nationals without special privileges. 


Next the foreign minister said that a step had been taken toward improved mutual under- 
standing. In exchange the explanations given by Kinshasa were accepted and not much 
consideration was given to whether the arrest of parliamentarians guilty of having sent 
an open letter to the president was consistent with Zairian law--not to mention human 
rights in general.... 
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Economic Ties ith Africs 


Mr Nothomb also mentioned the importance of Belgium's economic relations with black Africa 
(Nigeria is our major customer, accounting for BF 11.1 billion, and Zaire our major supplier, 
accounting for BF 28.1 billion), though in general terms, black Africa as a whole accounts 

for only 4 percent of our exports and 5 percent of our imports. Nevertheless, over the 

past 20 years Belgium's ties have become considerably diversified: In 1968 over 90 percent 

of total aid was absorbed by Zaire, Rwanda and Burundi, while the other black Africar 
countries received only 1.43 percent. At present the respective figures are 60 and 10 percent. 


Furthermore, multilateral aid is absorbing an increasing proportion of the budget (40 
percent as against 1 percent in 1961) via the European cooperation organizations. Every 
year Belgium gives BF 4 billion to black Africa. This is one reason why Mr Nothomb has 
promised to appeal to our European partners to devote more attention and more credits to 
Zaire, which is relatively underprivileged with respect to other states. 


Southern Africa 


Stressing that Belgium wants a “liberated and stable Africa," Mr Nothomb specified his 
stance with regard to southern Africa. "We are steadfastly opposed to the apartheid policy,” 
he said, “and we indicated this clearly to South African Prime Minister Mr Botha during his 
visit to Belgium. We also hope that Namibia will achieve independence under peaceful 
conditions and we particularly regretted the failure of the Geneva conference, which could 
have led to free elections. Belgium is, however, opposed to the plan for an oil embargo 

on South Africa, as advocated in the United Nations by the majority of Third World countries. 
Indeed, Brussels believes that such a decision cannot be taken by the General Assmebly, but 
must be taken by the Security Council. Moreover, Belgium does not consider itself affected 
by such a plan, since it has no oil to export. On the other hand the arms embargo is being 
scrupulously observed, Mr Nothomb added. 


THE NETHERLANDS 


ARBATOV INTERVIEW ON U.S., NATO, ARMS RACE 





For a DE VOLKSKRANT interview with Georgiy Arbatov, director of the Moscow United States and 
Canada Institute, in which he discusses the Reagan administration, NATO, the arms race and 
Poland, see the Western Europe section of the 20 Mar Soviet Union DAILY REPORT. 
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GENSCHER COMMENTS ON WARSAW TALKS, USSR RELATIONS 





DW231149 Bonn ZDF Television Network in German 1815 GMT 22 Mar 81 


[Moderator Haus-Juachim Reiche interview with Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher 
on the program “Bonn Perspectives”--recorded ] 


[Text] [Question] Federal Foreign Minister Genscher will be in Moscow in early April. 

What will he have in mind when he goes there? But first, Mr Minister, about your Warsaw 
visit. Despite all the uncertainties in Poland, despite the different social systems, 

the Federal Republic wants to help Poland in this economic bind. Are the reasons prompting 
this mainly moral ones? 


[Answer] Mr Reiche, the history of German and Polish dealings with each other has been 
full of change, and one which was sometimes tragic. This naturally is involved. But I 
believe that a most elementary interest on our part must also be taken into consideration 
here. We are interested in seeing that the Polish people, their leaders and social 

forces are able to solve their problems along the path of regeneration chosen by then- 
selves. A setback in Poland would affect East-West relations as a whole. It would change 
the situation in Europe, and who would suffer from it most? I think it would be the 
Germans, who live in two states, and the Poles. Naturally, we alone cannot raise this 
extensive economic aid. It is a matter of whether all Western states are fully aware of 
their interest and responsibility here. We want to discuss that with our partners. 


[Question] You stressed very strongly in Warsaw that there is a common responsibility of 
Poles and Germans for peace in Europe. Will you say this equally emphatically and clearly 
in Moscow, and do you think you will find understanding there? 


[Answer] I believe people in Moscow know that the Poles and the German. are aware of this 
responsibility. The considerable contributions the Germans and the Poles made after 
World War II toward understanding in Europe, arms control and disarmament are evidence 

of the fact that these two peoples in the heart of Europe are trving with all their might 
to promote cooperation. 


[Question] Even if the American policy has not been fully formulated, Mr Minister, it 

is clear that the Americans want again to become number one in the world. Is this attitude, 
which is very outspoken toward Moscow, a handicap for the stabilization of East-West 
relations? 


[Answer] The stabilization of East-West relations presupposes a balance. It presupposes 
that the United States not be weaker than the Soviet Union. The United States does not 
want to be stronger either. It wants to overcome the existing prol'ems in its own defense 
efforts. That is a contribution to the balance, thus also serving the stabilization of 
East-West relations. 


[Question] NATO's 1979 dual decision is a thorn in the side of the Soviet Union, a deci- 
sion which called for disarmament negotiations as well as counterarmament. Mr Minister, 
is it possible to negotiate successfully at all in Moscow if one adheres to this dual 
decision? 


[Answer] This dual decision is the prerequisite for negotiations leading to «oncrete 
results. We have tried prior to this decision to make the Soviet Union sto» its medium- 
range arms production and deployment. That was not possible. With this dual decision, 
we know how Western defense determination is linked with the will to negotiate. In 
other words, if it were up to us, 4 new arms race would be avoided. 


[Question] Mr Minister, vou receive praise from the United States for your loyalty to the 
alliance. From Moscow, however, vou get sharp and hard criticism. Will vou be able to 
negotiate in Moscow at all on this basic line? Are what we call loyalty to the alliance, 
on the one hand, and stabilization of East-West relations vis-a-vis the Soviet Union, on 
the other, compatible with each other? 
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[Answer] They are not just compatible with each other, they belong indivisibly together. 
Only in the Western alliance, only in the European Community can we properly represent 
our interests in the urgently needed dialogue with the Soviet Union. The weight we 
carry in Moscow is determined by the weight we carry in the Western community, and who- 
ever would like to see our standpoint be in the middle between both world powers would 
find out very quickly that that is untenable. 


Reports to FDP Presidium 
LD231316 Hamburg DPA in German 1214 GMT 23 Mar 81 


[Text] Bonn, 23 Mar (DPA)--In a report on his talks in Poland, Hans-Dietrich Genscher, 
FDP chairman and federal foreign minister, today underlined to his party's Presidium how 
important it is for all states to refrain from interfering in Poland. FDP spokesman 
Josef Gerwald said that Genscher gave his assurance that the Federal Republic is strictly 
adhering to this precept. 


Genscher put forward the view that the economic aid Poland wants could contribute to the 
economic and thus also to the political stabilization of the country. He hoped that in 
the present difficult situation commonsense and responsibility will prevail in the 
interest of a political solution. 


Federal Economics Minister Otto Graf Lambsdorff told the Presidium that his Washirgton 
talks resulted in general agreement in the views o° the two governments. This applied 
in particular to the naticnal and international aspects of energy policy. In the sphere 
of monetary policy, the Federal Republic must expect interest rates in the United 
States to remain comparativel. high. 


REPORTAGE ON OFFICIALS" TALKS IN WASHINGTON 





Defense Minister 
LD240950 Hamburg DPA in German 0337 GMT 24 Mar 81 


[Text] Washington, 24 Mar (DPA)--The Federal Republic wants negotiations between the 
United States and the Soviet Union on Eurostrategic weapons to be started at an early 
date. This was the line taken by Federal Defense Minister Apel in Washington todav in 
his 2 days of talks with his U.S. counterpart Caspar Weinberger. On Wednesday, Apel will 
meet with Secretary of State Alexander Haig. Contrary to earlier expectations, there will 
apparently be no meeting with President Ronald Reagan. 


It was pointed out by German delegation circles before the start of the discussions in 
Washington that it is important that both parts of NATO's December 1979 twin decision-- 
counterarming with nuclear medium-range missiles while at the same time expressing readi- 
ness for talks on disarmament--should be observed. The Bonn delegation in Washington 
will urge that disarmament talks with Moscow should be started as soon as possible. 


Alluding to a possibly divergent view on the part of the Americans, it was stated that 
there should be no delay by the West. The twin decision is increasingly gaining political 
importance for the future of the NATO alliance. It is being said in Washington that 
under certain circumstances the missiles might be stationed in West Europe even before 
talks with Moscow. The special NATO group which deals with arms control talks will meet 
in Brussels during the next few days. 


The delegates from Bonn are also prepared to counter U.S. wishes for an even greater 
expansion of West German defense by pointing out the standard of the Bundeswehr's 
performance capacity. The German armed forces have been consistently modernized, it 
was said. 
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FDP Spokesman 
LD240958 Hamburg DPA in German 2311 GMT 23 Mar 81 


[Text] Osnabruck, 23 Mar (DPA)~--According to Juergen Moellemann, the FDP Bundestse 
Parliamentary Group's spokesman on foreign and security policy, the United States wants 
to hold intensive negotiations before the end of this year with the Soviet Union on 
limiting modernized medium-range missiles. In an interview for NEVE OSNABRUCKER ZEITUNG 
(Tuesday's edition), Moellemann stated on his return from a trip to the United States 
that Under Secretary of State Stoessel confirmed a decision to this effect by President 
Reagan. The FDP politician welcomed the fact that the Americans said they do not, 
contrary to some fears in the Federal Republic, intend to delay the talks but want to 
hold them “with complete enthusiasn.” 


Moellemann stressed that the United States is dissatified with Bonn's defense efforts. 
Federal Defense Minister Apel will therefore have a difficult position during his visit 
to Washington. Increased efforts are being asked of Bonn, pr-ticularly in the con- 
ventional field. This would necessitate “considerable sums of money." The more quickly 
agreement is reached on this issue, the easier it will be for talks on arms control to 
be held constructively. 


An edited version of the interview was pre-released to DPA. 


REPORT OF SCHMIDT MEDIATION ON JERUSALEM DENIED 





LD231418 Hamburg DPA in German 1310 GMT 23 Mar 81 


[Excerpt] Bonn/Jerusalem (DPA)--A Bonn government spokesman today described as un- 
founded speculation a report in the Israeli newspaper MA'ARIV to the effect that Federal 
Chancellor Helmut Schmidt intends to mediate between Saudi Arabia and Israel in the 
question of the status of Jerusalem. A Jerusalem Foreign Ministry spokesman said with 
reference to the report that the Federal Government had as yet made no contact with 
Israel in the sense of the report. 


According to MA‘ARIV, during recent talks with Saudi Arabian politicians, Schmidt said 
he is willing to mediate in particular on the question of Jerusalem. A precondition for 
this is a change of government in Israel and a new concept for the status of the holy 
places in Jerusalem's old city. The Sa.dis had “in principle reacted positively” and let 
it be understood that they are prepared to examine new Israeli proposals for resolving 
the Jerusalem problem, the paper state. 


BAHR ON NATO DECISION, U.S. THIRD WORLD POLICY 





DW231300 Bonn ZDF Television Network in German 1815 GMT 22 Mar 81 


[Reporter Keller interview with SPD Bundestag Deputy Egon Bahr on the program “Bonn 
Perspectives” --recorded | 


[Text] [Question] Mr Bahr, the foreign minister was applauded a few days ago by the SPD 
faction for his report on America. Is a change of opinion taking place in the faction 
toward a majority for the counterarmament decision? 


[Answer] No, we do not need a change of opinion for that. The SPD faction discussed the 
security policy situation a few weeks ago and clearly supports NATO's dual decision-- 
simply because this is the basis for negotiations. Without the dual decision, there 
will be no negotiations. 


[Question] But there is also the moratorium suggested by Brezhnev, the suggestion that 
there be a pause. How would a vote in the faction turn out, a vote on this decision?’ 
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{Answer} There was no vote on that subject. The idea of amoratorium is not strange to 
the Social Democrats. At our 1977 Berlin party congress, we ourselves considered it 
possible to discuss a moratorium. But as the discussion has now developed, I believe it 
will mot lead anywhere. I believe one must concentrate on beginning cegotiations as soon 
as possible. No time must be lost with an exchange of statements. If they go together 
to negotiate on medium-raige missiles, we shall see what suggestions Vest and East will 
make to facilitate the negotiations. 


[Ovestion] It has been stressed in Bonn over and over again how absolutely reliable we 
are toward our Western partner, toward the United States. Does that leave us any leeway 
with regard to Ostpolitik? 


[Answer] I have no doubts. You see, what has been called detente policy or Ostpolitik 
has been achieved only together with the alliance and in the alliance. We cannot do 
anything without being inthe closest of contact with our allies. The treaties exist, 
and I beliewe that positive developments can be achieved only together with the alliance 
and not against the alliance. 


[Question] But there are new ideas in the United States, such as, for example, with re- 
gard to the Third World and naturally with regard to rearmament. Are you worried by that? 
Do vou believe that we can really continue to be so absolutely reliab'e? 


[Answer] Well, first of all, I beliewe that when the Federal Republic of Germany con- 
cludes a treaty, one must be able to rely on that. And if the Federal Republic of 
Germany gives its word, one must be able to rely on it. If we were to become unpre- 
dictable, the world wou'd become even more dangerous. 


Secondly, I do not share the U.S. policy toward the Third World as it has now emerged. 
Nobody forces us to have the same policy. I am against involvime the Third World in 

Fast-West conflicts or alliance matters. In that case, we will just make a different 
policy than the Americans. 


[OQwestion] What should be the aims of the foreign minister when he goes to “Moscow in a 
few days? 


[Anew rr] I believe that the foreign minister will be in a better position in “cecow, 
better than many others, to outline and interpret the latest information, arguments and 
considerations after his talks with the Americans, French, British and Italians, 
namely, that we, the FRG--supported by others--want to have negotiations as quickly as 
possible. He will be able to contribute a bit toward preventing the situation from 
deteriorating anv further. 


[Owestion] Are you worried by the fact that we in the Federal Republic have at the 
moment an increasing neutrality discussion here, that it is being considered a possible 
solution? 


[Anewer] No, I see it, but I am not worried by it. I am firmly convinced that a wanderer 
between two worlds would end up having nothing. We are firmly involved in an alliance, 
and we will make progress only with the alliance, not withowt it. 
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FRANCOIS-PONCET COMMENTS ON TIES WITH SPAIN, EEC 





LD230659 Madrid Ei PAIS in Spani«h 17 Mar 81 p 17 


[Feliciano Fidalgo dispatch: “Francois-Poncet: ‘France Wants Stable and Democratic 
Spain’”} 


{Text] Paris--French Foreign Minister Jean Francois-Poncet said yesterday in remarks 


to radio Monte Carlo that “France wants a stable and democratic Spain.” The minister answered 


several questiors concerning French-Spanish relations, centering on the question of 
Spain's Common Market membership, the recent failed coup in Madrid and the Basque question. 


Francois-Poncet first described France's position on Spain's EEC membership, stressing 
that “there has been no change of position. Fronce has always stood firm on two prin- 
ciples: First, Spain has a place in the EEC, and as a Latin country, France is extremely 
keen that Spain join the Community to counterbalance the northern inflwence; second, 
France has always pointed out that Spain's membership must be accompanied by guarantees 
to safeguard France's interests, particularly with regard to the agriculture of south- 
west France.” 


The minister said that these Frenci\ guarantees are parallel to those which Spain wants, 
“regarding the industrial and aleo the agricultural sectors,” which will require time to 
be brought into line with the Comrunity’s requirements. Francois-Poncet was asked about 
the advisability of Spain's joining the ERC promptly to prevent “failed coups such as the 
one in February” and replied: “The best way to consolidate the voung democracy lies in 
Spain's preparing itself agriculturally and industrially so as to be in a position to 
join the Common Market.” 


The minister referred to an article by a Spanish journalist which appeared recently in 
the French press. It sarcastically criticized the aloofness of French reaction to 
Spanish democracy's recent difficulties and questioned France's goodwill. Francois- 
Poncet recalled President Valery Giscard d‘Estaing’s action in support of King Juan 
Carlos, pointing out that the French president attended his coronation in Madrid and that 
on the night of 23 February, it was the king who saved Spain's freedoms. 


He was also asked about the apparent lack of French-Spanish cooperation “in combat’ ag 
Basque terrorism.” The French foreign minister stated categorically that “there is co- 
operation. France condemns terrorism. It is untrue that France allows terrorists to 
circulate freely on its territory.” It should be pointed out that Radio Monte Carlo, 
though it has the status of a private concern, is virtwally controlled by the French 
Government. Its director Michel Bassi is a Giscard d'Estaing protege. 


MITTERRAND TV INTERVIEW REMARKS CRITICIZED 





Giscard Spokesman 


LD231102 Paris LE MONDE in French 19 Mar 81 p 8 


[Report: "M. Lecat: You Do Not Win Votes by Weakening France's International Capability") 


i; Text) Giscard d‘Estaing’s staff reacted very strongly on 17 March to the remarks made 


5 


the previous evening by Mitterrand in the “Cards on the Table” program on channel 2. 


Lecat, the candidate's spokesman, said he considered Mitterrand's criticieme to be 
“frivolous and unworthy.” Lecat added: “To caricature the search for dialogue, seeing 
it as 4 systematic proof of weakness, is to indulge in demogoguery with respect to peace 
and war, that is, the life and death of French people... You do not win votes and vou 
do not seek to gain votes by weevening France's international capability. 


a 
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Lecat, who specified that he was speaking not as spokesman for the president of the 
republic but as the candidate's spokesman, said: “We have reached the first point in the 
election campaign when a serious incident has occurred: Ome of the candidates has made 
irresponsible remarks on a vital subject.” According to him, it is an “attempt which, 
being aimed against a candidate for the presidency of the republic, was aimed against 

the very center of action of France's foreign policy.” 


“Let Him Retract His ‘Payment Assertion’™ 


The PS, Lecat continqued, “has fought for 20 years against I'rance's defense policy, not 
only by not voting for the defense budgets but by fighting against it extremely aggres- 
sively by the attempt to dismantle national defense throug! use of soldiers committees, 
an attempt recently resumed a month ago by the PS." Judging that “there are subjects to 
raise controversies over and others where one does not have the right,” Lewat then 
said: “Considering today’s incident, he (Mitterrand) has an unexpected opportunity te 
say: ‘I criticized the form but I cast no aspersions on the desire of the president of 
the republic, the constitutional president up to 17 May, and of the candidate Valery 
Giscard d'Estaing to defend France and to pay heed only to the national interest and not 
the interests of the election..." If he says this, the incident is closed: Let hin 
retract his ‘payment for Warsaw’ assertion.” 


Questioned as to whether Giscard d‘Estaing enjoys a “privileged domain” which the other 
candidates have no right to criticize, Lecat replied: "No, there is a republican tradition 
which is perfectly clear, which is that you do not involve national defense in your 
problems. Just refer to the French republican tradition for the past century... i do 

not think Francois Mitterrand’s remarks are taken seriously ic the Soviet Union. But 

just imagine if they were: That would mean that a doubt has been cast on France's de- 
fense capability and that if there was a serious crisis in Europe, it might be said: 

"Well, after all, since Giscard wants above all to be reelected and is ready to sacrifice 
anything to be reelected, we can wipe France off the map of strategic forces in Burope.*” 


Finally mentioning the presence of Soviet SS-20 missiles targeted on Europe--a subject 
raised by Mitterrand--Lecat said: “I cannot imagine that he (Mitterrand) turned up on 
the East German border in a false beard to go and see the launch pads.... It is obvious 
that all this business is perfectly well known to the French Government, the staffs and 
NATO and that it has been the subject of profownd reflection for a leng time. So it is 
an argument for show and is not serious.” 


Georges Marchais 
LD231137 Paris L*HUMANITE in French 18 Mar 81 p 3 
[Report: "No Blank Checks”) 


[Text] Im his speech in Bastia yesterday, Georges Marchais made the following comment 
about Francois Mitterrand's Monday evening television »roadcast: 


“One phrase recurs among the commentators: Francois Mitterrand emerged as 4 candidate 
of the ‘center left,’ in fact, a sort of Edgar Faure... 


“as far as I am concerned, I would say that the Socialist candidate entirely failed to 
face up to the implementation of the real conditions for change. We devoted the bulk 
of his statement to dodging any commitment in the direction of union and change and 
multiplying his pledges to the right and to employers. 
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“Thus, Francois Mitterrand evoided giving any specific details with regard to satisfying 
the workers’ demands. The struggle against unemployment? Rising low wages’? Utter 
vagueness. Full employment is not one of his gosls and be gave no figure for raising tue 
‘yusranteed sinimum wage. For hin, wages should increase a little more, a little less, it 
doesn’t matter much, we shall see when the time comes." I: will be up to the employers 
to decide by negotiating with the trade unions and taking the crisis into accownt. In any 
case, he makes it clear that negotiations should take place calmly. And he undertakes to 
prevent strikes and social conflicts. 


“The 35-hour week? Francois Mitterrand deciares himself to be in favor of it. On one 
condition--that it is dome at a European lev:l. As for wages indexation, we shall see: 
It will be decided “sector by sector or failing that enterprise by enterprise." In fact, 
if Ceyrac [of the National Council of French Emplovers], Heleut Schmidt and Mre Thatcher 
agree, we could satisfy the workers’ demands.... 


“We find the same confusion when Francois Mitterrand touches on the question of the means 
of change. The Socialist candidate puts forward no precise measure, with figures, to 
question profits. The tax on capital is jettisoned. On the other hand, it is now 
specified that emplovers will receive even more public funds than they do now. 

“As for foreign policy, the only thing Francois Mitterrand reproaches Giscard d*Estaing 
for is not being sufficiently anti-Soviet. 


"Today Ciscard d*Estaing’s entire policy is helping to weaken France's inflwence and role 
in the world. is aligning himself with Washington and Bonr, tak‘ng part in the 
dangerous arms race, accelerating European integration and advocetiny the expansion of the 
Common Market. That is not enowgh for Francois Mitterrand. To hear hie talk. we should 
go more quickly and further. He took care not to say the words ‘nation.l independence." 

He even extends this argument to the point of accusing the Soviet Union of saving 
preferred Friaco when we know the aid which that country rendered tu cne Spanisii 
republicans at the time when Leon Blum was giving the fascists a free hand in the name 

of the ‘nonintervention’ policy. 


“When we enumerate all these stands, we realize that Francois Mitterrand believes that the 
changing of societ is nothing other than a ‘refrain." And since there is no question 

of real change, it is logical that he should not form an alliance with the men and wonen 
in favor of change as the Communists are. He asserted yesterday that he does not want 
Communist ministers. At the same time, he opened up once again the possibility of 
cooperating with the right. 


"In fact, if we had to sum up in one phrase the Socialist candidate's performance, we 
would have to say that Francois Mitterrand engaged in manipulating evasiveness and 
vagueness with regard to everything relating to the country's major problems and our 
people's major aspirations and that he only grew clear and precise again when it was «4 
case of saying no to an alliance with our party, to a left alliance and--as 4 commentator 
was saying this morning--‘to make possible every combination. ' 


"All this is seriows. We have reached the point where Francois Mitterrand is indubitably 
reiterating that he wants to beat Giecard d‘fstaing, but when it is a case of going to 
the heart of the matter, ‘e talke virtually the came language as Giscard d'fstaing and 
Chirac. Exactly like them, I repeat, he says no to Communist ministers; he refuses to 
satisfy the workers’ depands; he demands further aid for emlovers; he advocates a policy 
of national surrender, of alignment with the United States and Germany. How could the 
workers fuil to be on their guard or fail to reflect on the sitwatioen created by this 
orientation?” 


On the basis of past experience, Georges Marchais described as “dangerous” the attitude 
of those who, “persisting in more or lees hiding reality from themselves, say: Enough of 
Giscard; things can’t be any worse; so, anything except hin.” 


He mentioned that for their part, the Communists “do not resign themselves to the present 
situation. We are and we shall remain men and women of the union, the union of the popular 
forces, the left wnhion for change. We hawe made this choice once and for all and it is 
irrevocable.” 
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The Communist candidate concluded: “It is my duty to tell you: Do » t give a blank check 
to a man who brings you no guarantee of the change you expect, for ihere is a danger thet 
tomorrow the PS may be with the right in going further in implementing the policy the 
employers want.” 


PARIS SEES ETHIOPIAN BACKING FOR RECIONAL PARLEY 





LD240845 Paris LE MONDE in French 18 Mar 81 p % 


[Text] The suggestion made by Ciscard d‘Estaing in 1978 to hold 2 regional conference to 
settle the conflicts in the Horn of Africa is gaining support, Paris thinks, after 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs Stirn’s return from a vicit to Addis Ababa and 
Djibouti. 


he Stirn, who returned on the morning of Monday, 16 March, notably conveyed a message from 
Giscard d‘Estaing to Ethiopian head of state Lieutenant Colonel Mengistu. "I believe the 
time has come to make every effort to convene a regional conference even if all the right 
conditions have not yet been established,” Mr Stirn said before returning to France. “The 
countries in the region must be allowed to draw up the procedures.” 


This plan was the focal point of his talks. The participants ought to be the countries 

in the Horn of Africa: Ethiopia, Somalia, Djibouti, Sudan, Kenya and possibly the nearby 
countries of the Red Sea. The conference should, in any case, only be hela if it has been 
well planned and if all the participants are determined to reach agreement, which only 
seems possible if the existing borders are not called into question. The Ethiopians 
apparently stressed thac point. 


The proposed regional conference is also the subject of the talks which Djibouti 
President Hassan Gouled--who will then visit “enva and finally Somalia--is now having 
in Ethiopia. 


The welcor which Mr Stirn was given--French circles think--reflec:s the Ethiopians’ 
desire to sen up to the West, French policy in Africa and the Indian Ocean drawing no 
public cr icism in Ethiopi.. The conditions in which Djibouti gained independence and 
the decir m to keep 3,500 French soldiers there, in ‘act, seem to be appreciated. 


Mr Stirn indicated to the Ethiopian leaders that France is prepared to extend cooperation 
and to grant favorable loans for restoring the Addis Ababa-Djibouti railroad and for the 
supply of various other equipment. He announced that 1,000 tons of grain is to be sent 
as well as a Fri00,000 donation to contribute to the fight against illiteracy [apparent 
line drop] for the reopening of the Paris-Addis Ababa airline. 





—— — — — 


LD230841 Paris L*HUMANITE in French 16 Mar 81 p 4 
[Bernard Frederick article: “GC. Marchais the Target”) 
[Text] here are three clear points about the press campaign launched Friday by a L™ 


MONDE article and headline, according to which the USSR has made a “generally positive 
assessment™ of Giscard d'Estaing’s cction. 


The first is that it is wntrwe. Georges Marchais and L'HIMANITE announced this on 
Saturday morning. On Saturday afternoon, LE MONDE acknowledged its “very unfortunate 
error.” The second is that it is an anticommunist operation--vet another: “What is its 
aim’™ Roland Leroy wrote in a L' HUMANITE-DIMANCHE editorial: “To deal blows to the 
Communist cancidate.... Georges Marchais--and he alone~<-is the target.” The third is 
that it is a “coup™-organized by the PS and the right. A scanning of the weekend press 
and statements by Socialist leaders or rightwingers highlight all this. 
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The Lie 


First, the lie. It was a simple matter to consult the PRAVDA article. It contained no 
“generally positive assessment.” So much for the sacrosanct ethics whereby a journalist 
must “check his sources" before publishing. The expression “positive assessment” was 
taken up on Saturday by Anita Hauser on Radio Luxembourg (at 1300--1 hour before the 

LE MONDE article, acknowledging its “mistake.") LE QUOTIDIEN proclaime? right across its 
front page that "Brezhnev Votes Giscard” and spoke of the Soviet daily's “great praise” 
for the Elysee Palace. LE MATIN published the headline “Brezhnev Giscard” across five 
columns, explaining that the CPSU wanted to “try to improve the majority candidate's 
chances.” In the opinion of LA CROIX, there was “no doubt that the best French president ial 
candidate (‘according to PRAVDA') is President Giscard d'Estaing.“” Lt FIGARO-L* AURORE 
found “Moscow In Favor of Giscard's Reelection.” 


The radio and television did not lag behind: On Radio Luxembourg. Philippe Alexandre 
spoke of a PRAVDA article “officially and loudly urging the reelection” of Valery Giscard 
d’Estaing. Europe 1 or VOA announced that "Moscow's choice” was “unambiguous™ and that 
the Soviets were “very clearly praising" the head of state. On French television channel 
1, J. Lenoir also tried to convince viewers that the Soviet Union was adopting “a clear 
stance in favor of Giscard d‘'Estaing. 


Anticommunist Operation 


What was the aim of such insistence and coordination? On Saturday LE MATIN unwittingly 
revealed the objective of the latest Russian campaign: "Since," the editorial states, 
"Leonid Brezhnev wishes for Valery Giscard d'Estaing’s success, how could Georges 
Marchais support the election of another candidate?" The same message came from Michele 
Cotta on Radio Luxembourg the same day: "This move by PRAVDA could make it difficult for 
Georges Marchais to portray himself as the most anti-Giscard candidate.” Always on the 
lookout for a “PCF crisis," Philippe Tesson announced in LE QUOTIDIEN “new difficulties 
for the Communist Party." Last, LE MONDE, which set the ball rolling Friday, published 
an editorial on Saturday, which reads: "How can one believe that Mr Marchais is the sole 
"anti-Giscard’ candidate that he pretends to be?" Thus, by a clever trick, we are shown 
Mitterrand innocent of any blame for the failure--or failures--of the people's movement 
and the only truly "“anti-Giscard" candidate. And so too, thanks to a lie, we see Giscard 
alone with the Socialist candidate whom he chose. 


But in revealing their objectives, LE MATIN, LE MONDE and Giscard's media at the same 

time point to the instigators of this pitiful maneuver: the PS and the government. The 
Elysee Palace donated its radio and television services, which relayed the lie to millions 
of homes in an attempt to draw some kind of benefit from che implicit message: We 

told you that the president is "somebody"; even the Russians say so.... and to dodge the 
issue of the meeting with Schmidt, the foreign minister's recent Washington visit and the 
alignment with Reagan's stances, whether on El Salvador or on the deployment of nuclear 
missiles in Europe. And to ignore Leonid Brezhnev's assessment at the 26th CPSU Congress 
of French policy and detente, published by L'HUMANITE-DIMANCHE: "Although we do not agree 
with everything that France does on the international plane, our relations remain an 
important factor of detente and we are in favor of their dynamic developments. 


As for the PS, it carefully planned the operation. Severc. days ago, Jean Poperen 
published a pamphlet containing the following headline: Brezhnev Votes Giscard." The 
dispatch from PRAVDA's correspondent in France had not yet appeared.... But as soon as 
LE MONDE published its account of the dispatch, Beregovoy rushed to the microphone to 
denounce the “interference.” Michel Crepau of the Left Radical Movement followed in his 
footsteps. 


Yesterday, Mitterrand's spokesman Mauroy claimed that “the Soviet leaders prefer the 
unemployment candidate” and spoke of a "decision from abroad." This is, to say the least, 
a rash statement for a party belonging to the Socialist International, which also embraces 
a Schmidt who is "Giscard's friend" and a Brandt who “votes Mitterrand.” 
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PERTINI INTERVIEWED ON UPCOMING TRIP TO MEXICO 





FL202251 Mexico City NOTIMEX in Spanish 2206 GMT 20 Mar 81 
[By Walter Machado] 


[Text] Rome, 20 Mar (NOTIMEX)--For me per onally, Mexico is the most important nation of 
Latin America. I am going to meet President Jose Lopez Portillo, to meet--something I 
want to do very much--the Mexican people and to meet particularly the youth of that 
country. I am going to walk the Mexican streets, Italian President Alessandro Pertini 
declared here today. Pertini begins an official visit to that Latin American nation 
next week. 


Speaking at the Quirinale Presidential Palace this afternoon with a very small number of 
Mexican journalists, including this NOTIMEX correspondent, the Italian president dis- 
cussed extensively this, his first trip to Latin America. He especially emphasized that 
he has wanted to visit Mexico since long ago and stressed the fact that Mexican soil will 
be the first he will be visiting in Latin America. Pertini leaves here on Wednesday and 
will arrive in Mexico on Thursday, 26 March. 


With his usual simplicity and sincerity, the veteran antifascist resistance leader, 
political leader and extremely popular ruler answered many questions, evaded others and 
made categoric statements on fundamental topics. Pertini repeatedly expressed his deter- 
mination to go to Mexico with a friendly and fraternal feeling and for the purpose of 
learning the situation [presumably in Mexico] and establishing increasingly more solid 
relations between the two countries. 


We want to strengthen our relations with Mexico so that they become increasingly closer 
and more cordial and always more open and friendly, the president said. He added that 
there is interest in Italy in providing industrial technology and sending technicians 
and in receiving raw materials from Mexico, thereby establishing, or better said, 
strengthening our technical-industrial exchange and particularly cultural exchange. 





He explained, however, that: I am not going to buy oil. The experts and representatives 
of the Italian Government will deal with that. In any case, my only task will be to pave 
the way for such discussions. 


During the lengthy dialogue with the Mexican journalists, President Pertini repeatedly 
referred to one of his greatest concerns; world peace, general disarmament and the struggle 
against poverty in the world. 


He evaded answering questions concerned with the policies of U.S. President Ronald 
Reagan. You should ask him these questions, (?he said). He discussed matters concerned 
with terrorism in Italy and spoke of the situation in the Mediterranean. He denicd that 
what recently happened in Spain--a coup d'etat attempt--could happen in Italy. Pertiai 
focused warmly on the subject of his close ties with the youth and talked of his friend- 
ship with Pope John Paul II. 


More From Interview 
FL21173S$ Mexico City NOTTMEX in Spanish 0231 GMT 21 Mar 861 
[By Walter Machado] 


[Excerpts] Roma, 20 Mar (NOTIMEX)--Resumption of the North-South dialog is a topic which 
the Italian president will surely discuss with the Mexican officials. However, at this 
time he ducks the newsmen's questions on it. He says: The world has become small. It 
is not what we thought it was in the past, that there were enormous distances between 
the north and south. It is a small world, he repeats. Without interruption, as if this 
topic was tied to the previous one, he adds: If due to some damned reason world war III 
breaks out tomorrow, even those countries which do not participate in it will be 
involved. We will be blown up. 
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Not allowing anyone to interrupt him, he goes on: That is why I am an ardent supporter 
of supervised total disarmament. If all the money used to produce nuclear bombs was 
devoted to combat hunger in the world, it would be a really useful humnitarian project. 
As we chat here now, there are millions and millious of human beings struggling against 
hunger. Some 18 million children died of hunger in 1979. This slaughter of innocents 
should weigh as a senteace on the conscience of ali chiefs of state in the world, thus 
on mine too. 


He appears to be almost obsessed by the topic. My most immediate aspiration is the 
consolidation of peace. There shov.la be no more talk about war. I have participated in 
two world wars. War is a horrendous monster. It does not solve nroblems. It creates 
problems. It creates tragedies of innocents. It creates ruins. It makes the peoples 
regress. War is an act of barbarians that must be eliminated by mankind. 


The interview has concluded. The president of the Italians, doubtlessly the statesman 
most admired, respected and loved by his people, says that the recipe for remaining young 
like him is to have a clear conscience. While calling for his aides, whom he had asked 
to leave the room when the interview began, he mentions his friendship with the Pope. 

He says he met with the Pope for 4 hours. We asked if they had agreed on all topics thev 
had discussed. No, he says, men should never be in agreement in everything, to have one 
way of thinking. If there were only one way of thinking, there would be no democracy, he 
responds. Did any one of you convince the other? we asked. Neither one tried to convince 
the other. He is a religious man, I am a socialist. He respects my position of non- 
believer. I respect his position as head of the church. But there are many more things 
in which we agree. 


We stand up to leave. We shake hands, the hand that millions of Mexicans will be able 
to shake in just a few days. 


PCI'S BERLINGUER OUTLINES SOCIAL, POLITICAL ISSUES 





LD231033 Rome I.'UNITA in Italian 18 Mar 81 pp 1, 7 


[Giorgio Frasca Polara report: "“Berlinguer Speaks on Television About Social Issues 
(Pensions, Housing, Trade Unions) and Political 2.d Institutional Crisis"] 


[Excerpts] Rome--The most important and pressing topics of domestic and foreign policy 
(ranging from the problem of governability to relations with the USSR, from strike legis- 
lation to Eurocommunism and from relations with the Socialists to the tragic pensions and 
housing situation) were broached during yesterday evening's televised press conference 
with [PCI Serzsetary General] Enrico Berlinguer. 


The discussion began at once with journalists representing six [as published] Italian 
newspapers and one FRG newspaper: GIORNALE NUOVO, IL MESSAGGERO, IL GIORNO, LA NAZIONE, 
L'OCCHIO, L'UNIONE SARDA, CORRIERE D'INFORMAZIONE, Frankfurter ALLGEMEINE ZEITUNG. 


International Scene 


The first question concerned the issue of the new missiles, the proposed moratorium put 
forward by Brezhnev and the PCI's assessment of it, which supposedly conflicts with the 
Italian Communists’ professed “autonomy from Moscow.” Berlinguer recalled the terms of 
the proposal made by the PCI when the question of manufacturing and deploying the new U.S. 
missiles in Western Europe arose: A request for the USSR to suspend manufacture and 
deployment of the SS-20s, a similar request regarding the cruise and Pershing missiles 
and an immediate start to negotiations. 


"At the time the proposal was not taken up by the Italian Government or by the USSR 
Government, though it did arouse considerable interest in West European political circles, 
especially among the Social Democratic parties. We now note with satisfaction that 
Brezhnev has made a proposal similar to ours." 
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As far as the PCI's autonomy is concerned, there is absolutely no need to request 
certificates from other parties. “From whet should we ask for them?" Berlinguer asked. 
“From the DC, which has always agreed with the United States, from the attack on Vietnam 
to the support for the reactionary Salvador:n junta, o- from the other ruling parties, 
which are vying with each other for the Reagan administration's sympathies? We have most 
clearly demonstrated our autonomy by adopting freeiy determined stances, which have often 
caused us to disagree with the United States or the USSR.” 


[Question] But is Eurocommunism not in a state of crisis? 


[Answer] I really do not believe so. It would be the case if it were regarded as a 
coalition or even as some kind of oreanization of communist parties. But if you regard 
Eurocommunism as a combination of ideas, these ideas extend and penetrate deeply even 
beyond our continent. In some Latin American countries, for instance, the combination of 
ideas which constitute Evrocommunism are the subject of broad debate. Of course, some 
people believe that Eurocommunism should be exorcised and that the PCI can be to some 
extent restricted in its capacity to extend its own ideological heritage. This could be 
one of the reasons why permission tc speak from the CPSU Congress platform was not given 
to Comrade Pajetta, who worthily represented our party--an error which, above all, 
further highlighted our presence and our stances. 


Governability 


One journalist asked: Why did you give such a lukewarm reception to [PSI Secretary] 
Craxi's proposals of a grand reform? “The principal problem in Italian politics is not 
constitutional reforms. Indeed, to make them the principal issue could constitute a 
diversion from the fundamental problem, which is the inability to govern properly--that 
is to make decisions, to indicate objectives and to provide specific reference points for 
economic activity and social life.” “This is the real problem,” Berlinguer stressed, 
“and it cannot be escaped.” This does not mean that there are not some contexts in which 
constitutional reforms can be carried out. For instance, Berlinguer declared himself 
personally in favor of a unicameral system and a reduction in the number of deputies: 
"This would greatly simplify parliamentary and legislative activity,” he said. Berlinguer 
expressed his clear opposition to other of Craxi’s proposals; for instance, the one to 
effectively restrict the independence of the public prosecutors and to subordinate them 
to political authority. 


But the PCI secretary general stressed above all the basic importance of other issues not 
even mentioned by Craxi: the occupation of the state by the governing parties ("a 
phenomenon that negates the correct functioning of the institutions”) through the distribu- 
tion of posts and state agencies; and the establishment of a kind of steering committee, 
composed of secretaries of the four ruling parties, over the government and Parliament. 
"These are the reasons for our lack of enthusiasm and mistrust.” 


Relations With SI 


This led naturally to the issue of PCI-PSI relations, which was raised by a journalist 
who asked what the Communists intend to do to improve them and whether perhaps these 
difficulties are influenced by “the personal incompatibilities that are said to exist 
between Berlinguer and Craxi.” “Our personal characters, though undoubtedly different, 
are irrelevant,” he replied. “In any case, PCI and PSI secretaries have always had pro- 
foundly differing characters, but this has not prevented periods of good cooperation 
between the parties.” What is important, however, is “the variance in political blue- 
prints". “I am not sure," Berlinguer observed, “what the PSI's political blueprint is; 
but really it seems to me that the party's leaders want to continue cooperating with the DC 
in a subordinate role, though I do not know for how long. On the other hand, we want to 
work to create an alternative to the power system based on the DC's domination as soon as 
possible. 
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Obvicusly, this difference over political blueprints leads to a debate that is sometimes 
rather lively. But we must all work to ensure that this debate does not become embittered 
and that there is calm discussion.” The conditions for so doing do exist: “There is a 
substantial unitary fabric of cooperation between Communists and Socialists in the trade 
union movement, in other mass organizations and in the local administrations and several 
regional governments. This is a basis for calmly conducting this discussion, which," 
Berlinguer warned, however, “must not be confined solely to exchanges of diplomatic re- 
marks and courtesies.” 


PAJETTA ADDRESSES MILAN PARTY ON CPSU CONGRESS 





LD231147 Rome L'UNITA in Italian 18 Mar 81 p 7 
[Dino Landi Report: "“Pajetta in Milan: ‘Plain Words Earn More Respect'"; date not given] 


[Text] Following the meeting in Bologna--a major demonstration for peace--it was Milan's 
turn, when (PCI International Affairs Department Chief] Gian Carlo Pajetta attended a 
Communist “aktiv" meeting on the international situation. This was a further opportunity, 
therefore, to “sound out the feelings" of the party following Moscow. The attendance 
exceeded all expectations: not only was the Gramsci Hall full to bursting, but so too 
were all the other halls and rooms at the PCI Federa.ion headquarters in Via Volturno. 

A public address system enabled even those furthest away to hear. 


The Moscow incident--"was it a snub?" Pajetta asked; "It was above all a political error 
on the Soviets’ part: they only harmed themselves"--prompted the Milan Communists’ 
interest, and the evening showed that there is a desire (and need) to talk about it. 


Very well, but how is it possible to discuss something with thousands of people? So, 
after Pajetta's speech--which briefly summarized the picture of the international situa- 
tion, partly but not only as repards PCI-CPSU relations--15 comrades came to the micro- 
phone to put questions to him. But there could not be a real debate. Of course, the 
questions did hint at the feelings and opinions of certain sectors of the party; "We 
should have spoken from the congress platform in Moscow!" Comrade Guadagnola exclaimed, 
and Comrade Freddi asked why “so much polemic with the USSR and so little with China" 
(applause). There was significant applause too when Pajetta recounted Berlinguer's visit 
to China. One U.S. journalist asked Berlinguer: “What are the differences between your- 
selves and the Chinese, which you talk about so much?" The PCI secretary general's reply 
was: “The first difference is that the Chinese consider the USSR an enemy, and we do not.” 


Nevertheless, it would be arbitrary as well as rather futile to draw distinctions among 
the party's various attitudes or to seek "Kabulites”" at home. "We are initiating a 
debate,” Pajetta said, “not so as to split communists into those who have the right 
attitude and those who as yet do not.” It is a watter of debating major issues--war and 
peace, no less. This is why we are sounding the alarm throughout the country, with the 
authority earned by being a party that never omits to say what it believes. Partly 
because, as we demonstrated at the CPSU Congress, we know “that one compliment fewer will 
earn less applause, but one truth more will earn even more esteem and respect in Italy 
and throughout the world.” Pajetta declared himself convinced that no speech in Moscow 
gained more attention than the one which the 5,000 CPSU Congress delegates were unable 
to hear and had to read in PRAVDA. 


But of course the Soviet Communists’ congress extended beyond the issue of PCI-CPSU 
relations. It broached problems crucial to world peace. Why, Pajetta asked, has this 
part of the congress been covered by a pall of silence by a sector of the Italian press, 
among others? Is Brezhnev's proposal of a moratorium on missiles in Europe (a proposal 
that has similarities with the one put forward by the PCI some time ago) unimportant, 


perhaps? 
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And does not the issue of the confidence-building measures (mutual information concerning 
armaments and troops) proposed by the CPSU first secretary, to China, among others, not 
set relations between the USSR and the vast Chinese state in a new context? These are 
initiatives that can impart a new thrust to the detente policy at the very moment when, 
thanks to Reagan's actions in Latin America and elsewhere, a very delicate world balance 
seems to be at breaking point. President Pertini did well, the Communist leader said, 
“to stress the Italian people's concern” at Reagan's “provocative” initiatives regarding 
El Salvador, among others. 


In Europe today, we are witnessing U.S. pressure to persuade Spain to joint NATO. If the 
removal of a country such as Italy from NATO would be a factor of imbalance, Spain's 
insertion into the Atlantic organization would also break that balance. 


We need unity on peace issues--not only among those who want “to combat the bosses" (as 
Comrade Premoli said)--because the communists alone cannot impose detente in the face of 
imperialism. This is why we need to debate--s0 as to be able to persuade others and to 
bear comparison with other proposals. This is the significance of our party's intensive 
international activity in so many of the world's countries--the visits, the meetings, 
the delegations. ("So auch for being isolatwc Eurocommunists, as some people portray 
us," Pajetta exclaimed). 


Is there a discrepancy between the decisions of the PCI leadership group and what the 
party as a whole “feels” (as Comrade Corritore suggested)? Let us see, Pajetta said: 
We “do not recommend democracy only for others, for export." But while it is true that 
"there is nothing wrong in donating a portrait of Lenin to the CPSU Congress" (as some 
comrades from Paderno Dugnano did), it is not this which lends the party more weight.” 
“What we need is a commitment from al. communists to specifically implement a policy of 
peace and cooperation among the peoples.” 


PAOLO BUFALINI SPEAKS ON PCI FOREIGN POLICY 





LD231123 Rome L'UNITA in Italian 19 Mar 81 p 17 


[Gabriella Mecucci report: “Bufalini Answers Questions on PCI Policy in Perugia"; date 
not given] 


[Excerpt] Perugia--Whether because of the strong tradition of antiwar marches or the 
presence of thousands of foreign students, Perugia, although a small city, always has an 
open “window on the world.” When the opportunity arose to discuss PCI foreign policy 
with [PCI Directorate member] Paolo Bufalini, who has recently returned from Moscow, 
success and attendance were guaranteed. The debate lasted 3 hours; many questions were 
asked and the audience was both large and varied. There were elderly party members, 
foreign students, women who joined the 8 March march, members of the Italian Communist 
Youth Federation and many university teachers. Nobody missed the opportunity to ask 
questions about the significance of the Reagan line, the CPSU Congress, Brezhnev's pro- 
posals, Poland, Afghanistan and all the burning issues of the international situation. 


A middle-aged gentleman, a DC member of long standing, asked: “The Soviets have many 
more weapons than the Americans and there is no parity between the blocs, so in this 
situation what is the point of Brezhnev's proposal of ending the arms race?" 


Bufalini replied as follows: “There are very different assessments regarding the 
quantity of weapons available to the two superpowers. Some say that the United States 
is in front, while others swear that the USSR is definitely in the lead. As far as I 
am concerned, I do not much believe in the figures supplied by the chiefs of staff. 
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“But I do believe that the need is not so much to attempt an impossible computation, but 
to opt for the negotiation and moratorium path, or at leart the quest for agreements 
aimed at halting the arms race. This is the proposal thet Srezhnev put forward at the 
CPSU Congress and it is a proposal which embraces suggestions which our own party made 
in the past, even before NATO's decision on the Euromissiles.” 


A young Palestiaian stood up and said in somewhat labored Italian: “You claim to be 
opposed to bipolarism and talk in terms of a multipolarism which seems to me to be more 
hypothetical than real. By so doing are you not perhaps playing into the United States 
hands?" Shortly before that an elderly comrade asked somewhat polemically: “Do you not 
think, Mr Bufalini, that the party sometimes places U.S. imperialism on the same level 
as the Soviet Union?” 


Bufalini replied as follows: “We do not in the least deny the need for dialogue and 
agreement between the two major world powers and the two major blocs--indeed, we en- 
thusiastically encourage it as a fundamental need for safeguarding peace and detente. 
In fact, in the recent past there has been more unipolarism than bipolarism. Indeed, 
the U.S.-USSR dialogue has been interrupted and only Brezhnev's very initiatives, which 
we assess positively, are aimed at reopening it. It is undeniable, however, that bi- 
polarism has accumulated negative aspects in the past. We : opposed to a division of 
the world that maintains the status quo and reduces the influence and importance of 
autonomous initiatives taken by certain European countries. Unfortunately, this does 
not apply to the Italian Government, but we must not forget the significant stances 
adopted by the FRG, France, The Netherlands and even Belgium. Plus there is the entire 
Nonaligned Movement, which has a very important role, and finally the various people's 
liberation movements. 


“As for placing the United States and the USSR on the same level,” Bufalini continued, 

"I do not believe that this assessment reflects the truth. As we very well know, 
imperialism is a power policy aimed at exploiting the peoples. The Soviets, however, 
certainly do not deprive countries that have liberated themselves from the colonial yoke 
of their resources; if anything, they send them specific aid for their development. This 
does not alter the fact that the rivalry between the major powers and blocs is in itself 
a source of conflicts and serious threats to peace.” 


In his introduction Bufalini made a lengthy analysis of present U.S. policy: “The 
Reagan line,” he said, “is worrying and dangerous. The U.S. President has begun 4 
campaign against the liberation movements, which are all labeled terrorist, and apait 
from the rearmament race he has threatened to intervene in El Salvador and to send 
military aid to the Afghan guerrillas and various African reactionary movements. 


“Fortunately,” he added, “this line has in fact not been welcomed by several major 
allies. Brezhnev, on the other hand, has responded by issuing a number of peace pro- 
posals, which we consider positive--not only because of the proposal to resume the 
dialogue and halt the arms race but also because the report to the 26th CPSU Congress 
contains more specific pointers in the direction of detente.” 


Bufalini listed them as follows: Certain innovations regarding relations with the 
Chinese, the acknowledgement of national paths to socialism, the request for negotiations 
on Afghanistan among all the countries concerned. 


This led to another very interesting topic of debate. Questions were asked about 
Afghanistan, then Poland, then masiy other individual issues, from the Iran-Iraq war 
to the assessment of the Iranian revolution and the Ethiopian question. Bufalini 
repeated the opinions already expressed, stressing both the points of convergence and 
the differences and divergencies between our party and the CPSU. 
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There was another major question, never asked explicitly, but implicit in many of the 
other questions: Does the PCI want to detach itself definitively from the CPSU? 
Bufalini earned applause when he said: “Autonomy does not in the least imply a 
rupture. We will always frankly state our opinions and will continue to express all 
our disagreements, but irrespective of appearances, there are now important points 

of contact between Brezhnev's latest proposals and the PCI"s foreign policy line. 
Some people are demanding that we break away and claim that only after we have taken 
such a step will we be granted ‘authorization’ as democrats and a ‘permit’ to enter 
the government. But the PCI does not need such authorizations and is not so naive 

as to fail to understand that it is for very different reasons that some people do 
not want the PCI to participate in the country's government. We are motivated not 

by the desire for ruptures, but rather by the desire to find paths that will facilitate 
mutual understanding with a force such as the USSR and with all the forces through- 
out the world working for peace and international cooperati~:.” 


BRIEFS 
NEW ZAMBIAN AMBASSADOR--Rome, 18 Mar (ANSA)--Italian President Sandro Pertini re- 


ceived Zambia's new ambassador in Rome, Harry Momba Nzunga, here today for the pre- 
sentation of his credentials. [Text] [Rome ANSA in English 1530 GMT 18 Mar 81 AU] 


NEW AMBASSADORS--Rome, 18 Mar (ANSA)--The names of nine new Italian ambassadors were 
officially announced here today after the governments of the countries where they 
will be posted voiced approval of the appointments. The nine ambassadors are: 
Stefano D’Andrea, Copenhagen; Alberto Solera, Berlin; Marcello Salimei, Jidda; 
Giorgiostea Antonini, Mogadishiu; Marco Guido Fortini, Dar Es Salaam; Ugo Toscano, 
Nicosia; Luigi Durante, Singapore; Joseph Nitti, Guatemala; Roberto Rossellini, 
Conakry. [Rome ANSA in English 1935 GMT 18 Mar 81 AU] 
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KING PLANS MEETING WITH ARMED FORCES PLENUM 





LD231412 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 1300 GMT 23 Mar 81 


[Excerpts] The Informtion and Public Relations Office at the Defese Ministry issued a 
communique at midday today, saying that tomorrow, 24 March, at 1230 in the Royal Palace, 
His Majesty the King will meet the plenum of the supreme councils of the three branches of 
the armed forces. His Majesty will be accompanied at the meeting by the prime minister and 
the minister of defense, the note concludes. 


While the note gives nodetai’s, informed sources believe that the subjects discussed at 
the meeting will concern the latest events affecting the wisitary which have culminated in 
the murder of two lieutenant colonels in Bilbao and Pamplona. 


The plenum of the armed forces supreme councils does not have the status of being a body 
and thus has no specific decisionmaking capacity,although its advisory function is con- 
sidered the highest that can be given in matters affecting the armed forces as a whole. 


Th: supreme councils of the army, navy and air force are headed by; the chiefs of staff of 
each of the respective armed forces, that is, Lieutenant General Gabeiras Montero of the 
army, Admiral Arevalo Pelluz for the navy and Lt Gen Jose Emiliano Alfaro Arregui for the 
air force. The committees are advisory bodies at the Ministry of Defense and among their 
functions is the task of submitting reports on those questions being considered by the 
minister. 


GOVERNMENT ISSUES ‘OFFICIAL NOTE’ ON TERRORISM 





LD232020 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 1900 GMT 23 Mar 81 
[Pedro Fernandez Cespedes report from Moncloa Palace] 


[Excerpt] The prime minister's meeting with the ministers of foreign affairs, the prime 
minister's office, justice, defense, the interior and territorial administration ended at 
around 1930. The purpose of the meeting was to assess the present escalation of terrorism 
and take appropriate measures. So we can now read for you the official note issued by the 
Secretariat of State for Information, the text of which is as follows: 


To these ends, the following points have been agreed: 


1. The armed forces will for the period of time the government deems necessary collaborate 
with the forces and bodies of state security in stepping up vigilance at maritime borders, 
and international borders in those areas most affected by terrorism. 


2. A single command will be set up for the struggle agains: terrorism; this is to be based 
at the Interior Ministry and the appropriate military services will collatorate in this. 


3. Legal controls over the movement of persons and goods at prescribed border posts will 
be reinforced. 


4. In the areas referred to, manpower in the forces and bodies of state security will be 
increased by transferring men from security duties at airports and military production 
centers in other parts of the country. 


5. The Congress of Deputies will be asked immediately to implement procedures of high 
urgency and priority to deal with the draft law on the reform of certain articles of the 
penal code dealing with the offenses of rebellion and terrorism, and also to deal with the 
bill relating to the states of alert, emergency, and siege. 
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EMERGENCY STATE IN BASQUE COUNTRY DENIED 





LD231406 Madrid Domestic Scrvice in Spanish 1300 CMT 23 Mar 81 

[Text] Sources at the Interior Ministry have said that the government has not specifically 
considered the possibility of declaring a state of emergency in the Basque country as has 
been rumored since last Saturday. 


CATALAN PARTY EXECUTIVE ISSUES COMMUNIQUE 





LD230911 Barcelona LA VANGUARDIA in Spanish 17 Mar 81 4 14 


[Text] Following an extremely lengthy meeting the Unified Socialist Party of Catalonia 
[PSUC] Executive Committee last night issued an assessment of Saturday's incidents at a 
meeting presided over by Santiago Carrillo. The statement condemns the manifestations 
of a division on the part of some of those present and gives priority to safeguarding 
unity. 


In its communique, the PSUC Executive Committee also points out that both the holding of 
the 14 March meeting and the speakers “were unanimously approved by the Central Committee.” 
The text of the resolution is as follows: 


“"l--The Executive Committee issues a positive assessment of the holding of the meeting 
and the attendance, as a political explanation with respect to the serious problems posed 
to the country by the attempted coup d‘etat. This first large-scale rally in Catalonia 
since 23 February must be followed by further explanatory meetings throughout Catalonia. 


"2--It expresses its disapproval and condemnation of the expressions of a division on the 
part of some of those present during the speech by PCE Secretary General Comrade Santiago 
Carrillo, in which he was expisining PCE policy, which basically coincides with the policy 
approved by the PSUC leadership bodies. The Executive Committee believes that they are 
antidemocratic and incompatible with rigorous collective conduct and debate among 
Communists both within the PSUC and between it and the PCE. Moreover. such attitudes 
impede the dissemination and acceptance of the substance of our policy among the workers 
and the people's sectors. At the same tine stubborn and obstinate stances are helping to 
impede and obscure the debate within the party as a whole. The Executive Committee 
therefore urges all members and organizations to fulfill current political requirements. 
to involve themselves in the debate and to give priority to safeguarding party unity on 
the basis of democratic conduct and collective and nonexclusionist work. 


"3J--The Executive Committee will hold talks with the PCE leadership, in accordance with 
the Central Committee's decisions and with PSUC policy. The Executive Committee proposes 
that these talks take place in a comradely and fraternal atmosphere, as befits relations 
among communists, the requirements of the present political situation and the objective 
of a joint policy and action among communists throughout Spain at the service of the 
working class. 


“4--It is on this basis that the Executive Committee considers contrary to these 
objectives and forms of work any attempt to manipulate the policy approved at the fifth 
congress or the PSUC's internal debate to use it as a weapon for a confrontation with 
the PCE or its leadership. 


"S--The Executive Committee expresses its most steadfast determination to implement, and 
to ensure that the entire party implements, the decisions of the leadership bodies. In 
this connection it will take the necessary action to determine the responsibility of 
certain members and organizations in what it regards as a serious failure to observe the 
guidelines issued by the Executive Committee concerning preparations for and the 

conduct of the meeting.” 
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F INLAND 


SKP’S AALTO RELIEVED OF LABOR MINISTER'S POST 





LD201546 Helsinki Domestic Service in Finnish 1030 GMT 20 Mar 81 


[Text] The president of the republic today relieved Finnish Communist Party [SK] 
Secretary General Arvo Aalto, from membership in the Council of State and from the 

duties as minister of labor at his own request. At the same time the president appointed 
director Jouko Kajanoja to become member of the Council of State and new minister of labor. 


In accordance with a decision made by the SKP Politburo last Wednesday, Aalto will return 
to the duties as secretary general of the party. Shortly before his resignation, Aalto 
stressed that the Communists and People's Democrats cannot accept the legislation contained 
in the Kekkonen solution [overall incomes settlement agreemen:] in an unaltered forn. 
Aalto estimated that the leadership of the Social Democratic Party has now turned the 
incomes solution into a prestige question. However, the Finnish People's Democratic 
League wants to hold talks on Tuesday without preconditions. 





NORWAY 


FOREIGN MINISTER ON SOUTH AFRICA TIES, USSR, NATO 





LD231059 Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 19 Mar 81 p 3 


[Excerpt] In his resort to the Storting the foreign minister stressed that a unilateral 
Norwegian boycott [of South Africa] would not have the intended effects but would only 
damage Norwegian industry. The disappearance of imports from South Africa of manpanese 
and manganese ore would create significant problems for the Norwegian ferroalloy industry. 
In addition, South Africa's ports are of great importance to Norwegian shipping, as far 
as bunkering, taking on supplies and changing crews are concerned. There are today no 
alternatives to the South African ports in southern Africa, the foreign minister pointed 
out. 


As far as relations with the Soviet Union are concerned, Foreign Minister Frydenlund 
pointed out that both Party Secretary Leonid Brezhnev's letter to the Norwegian Goverment 
and his speech to the party congress in Moscow recently, indicate that Moscow now wants 
to come out of the international isolation which it has found itself in since the invasion 
of Afghanistan. The Soviet Union obviously wants to recapture the diplomatic initiative 
and be recognized as the United States’ equal; a position the Soviet Union considered 

it had reached during the Nixon administration, the foreign minister pointed out. 





Foreign Minister Frydenlund also said that developments in Poland will have a decisive 
effect on future trends in Europe, on relations between East and West and on relations 
between the superpowers. 


"In this situation it is of fundamental importance that the Poles are given the oppor- 
tunity to solve their own problems themselves, without interference from outside,” 
Foreign Minister Frydenlund said. 


Of the situation in El Salvador, the foreign minister said that the social problems and 
those problems relating to justice in the country cannot be solved through the use of 
military force and that they must be solved without interference from outside. The 
foreign minister also gave a clear indication that Norway does not want any extension of 
the NATO area of responsibility, for example toward protecting of] supplies from the 
Persian Gulf, which various sources have advocated. 
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FOOT CRITICIZES U.S. ON EL SALVADOR, REARMAMENT 


— — — 





LD240653 London BBC Television “Network in English 2010 GIT 23 Mar 61 


[Michael Foot, leader of the Labour Party, interviewed by David Diableby on the “Panorama” 
progranm-- live] 


{Excerpt} [Question] Well now, with me for the second half of thin program is Michael 
Foot, the leader of the Labour Party in what is a difficwlt week for hie when the Social 
Democratic Party is abowt to be formed, when his own party is doing badly in the polls, 
as badly perhaps as any opposition party since the war. We are going to be calking 
about that, but first I want to talk to him about defense and foreign affairs and in 
particular about El Salvador. Mr Foot, you have been very scathing about America's 
role; now you hav. talked about them propping up an offensive dictatorship. What is it 
you think the United States should actually do? Is it to withdraw their support 

from the junta altogether? 


[Answer] Well, I think it is wrong as well as evil that they should support the junta as 
it appears they are doing from that film [shown during preceding part of “Panorama” 
program], a very ‘air film I would have thought from the impression that it gives. And 

by the same reckoning, I think it is wrong as well as evil that Mrs Thatcher should go 
across the Atlantic and give almost holus-bolus endorsemer.t to an American Government 
engaged in such an operation. But in direct answer to your question of what I would 

like them to do, what I think should happen is an attempt at mediation and there are a number 
of people who have suggested some form of mediation and it has been from this side of the 
Atlantic and that side of the Atlantic, and I believe a British Government would be such 
better engaged in trying to persuade the Americans to move to that course than to back them 
in what is a shameful course. 


[Question] You say in startling words that it was wrong and evil of Mrs Thatcher to go 
across the United States and give the kind of support that she did. Do you accept that 
there is any sense in which the Americans might justifiably fear the encroachment of 
communism... 


[Anewer|] Well, I think that account that was given in that program of the people who saw 
sone domino theery was at work in South America--I think that is an absurdity. I think 

it was wrong even in the case of Vietnam as it turned out, but that was maybe a plausible 
case. I think it is completely implausible to talk of the whole of Central America falling 
to this kind of thing. Moreover, I think that the Americanse--it is not only El SalveJor. 
Another evil that I think is taking place is the American support of the Pinochet regime in 
Chile, and I see they refer to that in the program as if it was a watertight case that 

they should swpport it. What the Americans are supporting in Chile, and what I am sorry 
to say, ashamed to say, the British Government is now supporting, is a shameful, shocking 
dictatorship in Chile much like the regime that the Americans are seeking to sustain in 

El Salvador and in my opinion it is going to do grievous injury to the free world if we 

do not speak owt on these matters. I am very glad that the British Labour Party has spoken 
out, and we have had actually quite close associations with many of those who are fighting 
in El Salwador. Over the years, the International--the Labour Party international and the 
International--we have had associations with them, as indeed, when we were the government, 
we stopped sendi.g any arms to El Salvador. We did that not only on the plea of our 

own fellow socialists, we did it also on the plea of the Roman Catholic Church who sent 
their emissaries to us. And I believe that anyone who thinks that the Americans are 
engaged in a wise course there should read, for example, the article by Connor Cruise 
O'Brien on Sunday in which he says if the Americans really want to oppose terrorism-- 
which is what they say--international terrorism, they should stop supporting it in 

El Salvador. 
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[Question] Well, you talk about the wisdom of American policy there. Could we just 

look for a moment to the slightly wider canvas because there does seem to be in the 

United States a growing concern at the position on a number of matters, particularly 

on defense and nuclear disarmament, of the Labour Party and a fear that if the Labour 

Party comes to power again, there will be, using Presidvnt Reagan's national security 
adviser’s words at the weekend, outright pacifist sentiments. Labour's plan to renounce 
nuclear weapons is an exampie. Commonsense as well as the long history of arms negotiations 
with the Soviet Union tell us this is illusory. Wow, is there a danger that a Labour 
government in Britain, if one were to be elected, and the present Amevican administration 
would actually be going so far apart that it would do real damage to the Atlantic alliance. 


[Answer] Well, I think if the Americans continue slong some of the courses that some of 

them are suggesting then I think there would be a departure of one side from the other, 

but I think that can be avoided as for Mr Allen and what he said, well sometimes in these 

last few weeks statements by some spokesman on American foreign policy have been withdrawn 

a day or so later and maybe this will happen in the case of Mr Allen, just as this has happened 
in some other cases. I do not think that the present American Government is vet very 

certain on some of these questions. 


[Question] Some people would, I think say the same about you and the Labour Party, that 
it is equally confusing where you stand. 


[Answer] I understand, I understand the question, and I understand it is a perfectly 
vroper one. 


What we are concerned in the Labour Party, I think left, right and center, whatever you may 
call us, whatever labels, we are all deeply concerned about the terrible intensification 
of the arms race, and the nuclear arms race that has taken place in the past recent 
months in the last year or so, and we believe that superhuman efforts must now be 

made to stop it. It so happened I went this last weekend to 4 meeting of international! 
socialists in Paris and there were variations of view amongst different parties 
representing different countries in Europe, but there is not the slightest dowbt about 
their common desire to try and get Proper international disarmament discussions going. 
That is owr paramount aim. And there may be arguments as to how best we proceed in 

that way. And some of us think that it is very wrong to think that the way to get 
disarmament is to embark on a great new round of rearmament. But apparently in the 
United States, there are some people who think that is the way to go about it. 


[Question] Can I just stop you there and take you through one or two of the particular 
decisions that you would have to face were there a Labour government in power. Now an ! 
right in thinking that you would cancel the Trident contract the Conservative government is 
committed to? 


[Anewer) Yes indeed, we have opposed it in the House of Commons on the general grounds of 
the expense and of the danger and on the general grounds I do not believe there is any 
dispute in the Labour Party on that subject. 

[Question] But had it already been initiated you would cancel it? 


[Answer] Yes indeed, I think we would. I hope we'll come in a year or two's time and 
I think there will be full time for us to put into operation our policy on the subject. 


[Question] Wow on the cruise missile which is another subject on which a great deal has 
been said in the Labour Party, the position seems to be that you think it should be 
negotiated with the Russians that the 55-20 is removed from Europe so there is no need 
for a cruise missile. I think that is understood. Can I put this to you, that if these 
negotiations fail, are there any circumstances where you as a Labour prime minister would 
accept cruise missiles in this country or would you if they were already here have them 
taken away? 
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[Answer] In my opinion, it would be an appalling defeat for the whole process of stopping 
the nuclear arms race if we ever had to have cruise missiles in this country and so I trust 
we will mever have to have them. Of course, I would much rather stop them ever coming here 
by getting a genuine negotiation going and it is to that that I referred a few minutes ago, 
that it is the common desire of many of the other sociaiist parties in Europe. But if, 

in 2 or 3 years’ tine, the cruise missiles are established in this country, I still hold 
the view that I expressed before I was elected to this job, that in my opinion they should 
be sent away because I do not believe they add to our protectio.. 


[Question] And to put it very crudely, is Polaris -he weapon that you would like to see so 
to speak, rust away. 


[Anmewer] Well, I think it is going to fade owt of existence. That is a different matter. 

I think these others are the most urgent decisions and I believe that most urgent of all--!I 

must repeat and wnderlive it because I think it is a commonsense approach to the situation--is 
to try and 4 t proper, genuine full-scale negotiations going and all our driving force will 

be centered vn that. And at every meeting, I have been to since I have been elected, up and 
down the country, I have stressed it I want to make that the climate of opinion. Now I 

think there is a very tig difference between what we are saying on this subject and what, 
unfortunately, the British Government is saying because they do not seem to speak in these te us. 





[Question] And if you manage to get discussions going on disarmament and were those 
discussions at the multilateral level to which I know you say you are committed as well as 
the unilateral level--were they to fail, would you still as ptime minister support Britain's 
wnilateral disarmament in the sense that it was pwt at the Labour Party conference that 

you would accept this country abandoning its deterrent, refusing to rely on nuclear weapons, 
closing down all nuclear bases. 


[Answer] All those subjects which are perfectly right ones for you to raise and for 

the country to put to us, there is no dodging it at all, all those subjects are going to be 
comprised in the discussions we are going to have in the next few weeks and what we will 
present to the country at the next election. But because we know that, we present it openly 
and fairly, and people will know what they are asked to vote about. But what I want to 
stress is the immediate danger of the whole race being intensified over these next coming 
weeks and months, and we want to get the negotiations started even before we get back. And 
I believe that we can play a considerable part, mot only the Labour Party but in association 
with our fellow sociaiist parties throughout Europe. I believe we can play a very considerable 
part in changing the whole international atmosphere. I only wish the British Government 
was as eager to change that atmosphere as we are. 


[Question] But I note that you do not answer directly the question about unilateral dis- 
armament in the sense of Britain, if the worse came to the worst, itself giving up, which a 
lot of CND [Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament] people would like to see and what the Americans 
are fearful of, is that because you have not made up your mind’ 


[Anewer] No, the Labour Party has to make up its mind and to present it to the country, 
and we will do it fairly. We are still having discussions about it, and these are great 
issues which people, intelligent people have to discuss. But I do not want anybody to 
[have] any misunderstanding of the urgency that we attach to the question. There is no 
matter so supreme as this one of getting the world on the course of disarmament instead of 
rearmament. At the moment, we are engaged in a reckless course to disaster. 
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CROWN PRINCE HASSAN DISMISSES ‘JORDANIAN OPTION’ 





LD232054 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in English 2033 GMT 23 Mar 81 
[By Tom McMullan, PA diplomatic correspondent ] 


[Text] Crown Prince Hassan of Jordan claimed in London tonight that the time available for 
a political solution to the Arab-Israeli dispute who now limited. 


The prince told a meeting of the European Atlantic group at the Commons: “It is clear that 
dynamic Zionisation of Arab territories through the establishment of over 106 settlements 
limits the time available for a political solution." 


It appeared that Israel's objective was to transform neighbouring countries into 
de-stabilised political entities which made easy targets for aggression. 


“Furthermore, we have no illusions about the so-called Jordanian option. To us, bypassing 
the Palestinians and the refusal of Israel to deal with the Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion, their sole legitimate representative, is no option at all." 


But the prince said the climate for an overall international settlement “is not wholly adverse.” 


European states outside the immediate conflict had the political interest and insight to 
take part--"existing Arab-Israeli conflicts should not be shut off from the wider Middle 
East realpolitik considerations." 


ROLANDHIS DISCUSSES UK BASES, CYPRUS ISSUES 





NC241040 Nicosia FILELEVTHEROS in Greek 24 Mar 81 p 1 


[Text] London, 23 Mar (special dispatch)--Foreign Minister Nikos Rolandhis has said that 
any possible presence in the British bases in Cyprus of personnel of the Rapid Deployment 
Force [RDF], to which U.S. President Reagan recently referred, is not provided for under 
the treaty governing the establishment of these bases. 


Rolandhis made this statement during a press conference today in London. It was attended 
by representatives of all foreign news agencies and “Fleet Street" newspapers. 


Answering a relevant question, Rolandhis stated: The Government of Cyprus will firmly insist 
on the fulfillment of British Government obligations arising from the treaty of establishment 
of these bases in Cyprus. 


He revealed that unofficiai talks between the Cyprus and British Governments will start next 
month on the amount Britain owes Cyprus for facilities provided regarding the operation of 
the British bases on the island. 


The Cypriot foreign minister, answering another question, said the treaty provides for their 
use for British defense purposes. The sum requested by the Cyprus Government, he said, is 
fully documented, but he avoided any mention of the amount. 


Referring to the degree that the international political climate affects the Cyprus issue, 
Rolandhis said he will brief the Reagan administration on the Cyprus Government's position 
during his forthcoming talks with the secretary of state in Washington. "We attribute 
special significance to these talks  ° ‘e said. 


Answering a question concerning Soviet positions on the Cyprus issue, Rolandhis saia the 
Soviet Union firmly supports Cyprus in international forums. 
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Questions addressed to Rolandhis also covered the Cyprus Government's views on developments 
in the general area of ~rewce and Turkey, the Middle East and Cypriot relations with the EEC. 


Referring to the progress of the intercommunal talks, Rolandhis said prospects for these 
talks are dim, owing to the intransigence of the Turkish side on all aspects of the Cyprus 
issue. 


Answering a question on future action by the Cyprus Government, Rolandhis said that if 
these talks fail, the Cyprus Government would be forced to reconsider its position in 
the international sector. 


During a speech today, the second during his London visit, Rolandhis, who is in London 
as the guest of the Coordinating Committee of Cypriots in England on the occasion of 

the 25 March anniversary, referred to the significance of this anniversary and said: The 
development of Cyprus was interrupted by the Turkish invasion. 


We are now attempting to come out of the labyrinth created by Turkish expansionism and 
chauvinism. Unfortunately, the end of Ariadne's threat is not in our hands. It is held 
by Ankara. [Reference to the Greek labyrinth and minotaur myth.] Our resolve and our 
course, ke said, lies in discovering some way out at the intercommunal negotiations table. 


We will not abandon our numerous friends for a single moment. If the countries that 
support us today withdrew their support, then the meaning of the Cyprus Government 
would be destroyed and the dreams of certain people for a country partitioned and with 
two separate administrations would be fulfilled. 





After stressing that the political struggle of Cyprus is not an easy one, Rolandhis added 
that Cyprus cannot be separated from the area in which it is situated. And he concluded: 
Unfortunately, what is proper and just for Cyprus is not enough at a time when this proper 
and just thing clashes with extremely strong currents and interests of a universal dimension. 


Rolandhis met with personalities of the Cypriot community in London and with British 
members of Parliament who are members of the "Friends of Cyprus” Committee. 
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IRAN WARNS AGAINST GIVING ASYLUM TO HIJACKERS 








TA240811 (Clandestine) Voice of Turkish Communist Party in Turkish to Europe and Turkey 
0600 GMT 24 Mar 81 


[Text] Reports to the effect that Turkey is considering an extension of political asylum 
to Iranian air pirates that hijacked a plane some time ago has created tension in relations 
between the two countries. In a note submitted in Ankara, the Iranian Foreign Ministry 
has asked for the return of the Iranian air pirates who hijacked the Iranian airplanc to 
Turkey. 


Recalling that an extradition agreement exists between Turkey and Iran, the Iranian note 
says that the extension of political asylum to tne hijackers wuld damage relations between 
the two countries. 


CUMHURIYET EDITORIAL QUESTIONS U.S. AID IMPACT 





NC240922 Istanbul CUMHURIYET in Turkish 21 Mar 81 p 3 
{["The World Today" column by Ali Sirmen: "The Cost of the Plan") 


[Text] Im a statement he made in Washington, Alexander Haig, the Reagan administration's 
secretary of state and former commander in chief of NATO forces, stated that the aid to be 
given to Europe will be concentrated particularly in Portugal, Spain, Greece and Turkey. 


When we look at the U.S. approach from a military aid point of view, this is what we see: 
As a result of the arms embargo imposed on it soon after the Cyprus peace operation, Turkey 
suffered serious setbacks. That the embargo led to serious consequences was also openly 
stated by the secretary of state. 


Turkey's NATO partners, as well as Alexander Haig, wcre among those who openly admitted 
this truth: Many local and foreien officials repeatedly stressed that Turkey could hardly 
fulfill its NATO obligations. They even said that it had become impossible for Turkev to 
fulfill its mission. 


The Reagan administration may now be seeking to fill this gap through the “aid” to be 
extended. But two problems arise: The first is the effect on the Turkish economy, which 
is in a critical position, by such an approach which is characterized as “aid.” It has 
been reported in our press that the method by which "U.S. military aid" is implemented is 
bound to impose serious burdens on our country, even though for a long period payment only 
has to be made on the interest. If this “aid” continues in its known form, it is highly 
probable that it will become a very great burden. We think that this situation has been 
explained to Washington. 


The second problem too springs again from the period of the arms embargo. During this time 
our neighbor Greece. which has serious claims against our country in the Aegean, embarked 
on an intensive arms campaign. 


When Greece's geopolitical position, its border relations with its non-NATO neighbors and 
the depth of their territory are considered, it escapes no one's notice that Greece's new 
arms campaign, particularly the reinforcement of its air force, is primarily aimed at 
Turkey. Athens’ endeavors to strengthen its naval forces too can be explained in the same 
context. 


It has been observed that this arms campaign has secured for Greece certain advantages, 
particularly in the air force, which, compared with Turkev's position, are not compatible 
with either its population, territorial size or strength. 
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Realizing that it could not indefinitely impede the lifting »f the arms embargo, Greece 
is insisting that the U.S. aid to Greece and Turkey be iimiti:d to a 7 to 10 ratio. This 
must be examined in light of current developments. 


By advancing these claims, Athens is bringing up the question of its own security against 
Turkey. However, if we take a closer look at the situation, we easily see that Greece is 
endeavoring to retain advantages that far exceed its security concerns. 


When their territorial size, their population and their responsibilities within NATO are 
taken into consideration, it becomes obvious that the 7 to 10 ratio is not applicable. 
Particularly when the wounds inflicted on Turkey by the arms embargo are taken into account, 
this claim clearly is invalid. 


Regarding the economic aspect of the U.S. aid, reports reaching Turkey give the impression 
that statements referring to it are rather ambiguous. 


Un the question of economic aid, Mr Haig is quoted as saying “We shall continue to meet the 
economic needs of this country along with other issues." If this is the way the Reagan 
administratic. is approaching this issue, no new developments can be expected. 


No matter what plan or method is implemented in Turkey, it cannot be argued that the U.S. 
contribution in its old form can be adequately conducive to the settlement of Turkey's 
foreign credits issue, which is of paramount importance to us. 


The most important issue embracing both fields is the price of the “aid plan," as is known. 
By stating that it will extend more aid to certain countries, the Reasran administration is 
openly admitting that it will demand a price for it. Moreover, whether it is military or 
economic, the price asked for such aid concerns both political and military arenas. 


Although Foreign Minister Turkmen says that the United States has not given even the 
slightest hint as to what it claims from us in connection with U.S. Middle East policy 
would be, events and developments are the topic of the dav in the world press. U.S. 
administrators and Pentagun officials are openly expressing demands concerning their Gulf 
policy. And they are not hiding the fact that they expect countries in the region, 
particularly NATO members, to make fresh contributions. They have even gone so far as to 
bring up the argument at the NATO talks. 


The situation being what it is, the nature of the "aid" to be extended to Turkey by the 
United States assumes as much importance as the price to be asked for it. In any case, it 
would be to our benefit if Ankara acts with extreme vigilance in this respect. 


NAVY BEGINS EXERCISE IN MARMARA, AFGEAN SFAS 





TA231125 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 1000 GMT 23 Mar 81 


[Text] The exercise codenamed "Duty One-81" has begun with the participation of navy 

ships and planes. Surface warships, submarines, naval police planes and helicopters are 
participating in the exercise, which is being held with the goal of developing the 

defense readiness of the Turkish naval forces in the country. The ships will visit the 
ports of Izmir, Canakkale and Tekirdag during the exercise that will be helc in the Marmara 
and Aegean Seas. The exercise, which will entail the use of live ammunition, will end by 
27 March. 
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BANK OFFICIAL REVIEWS ECONOMIC ACHIEVEMENTS 





TA231441 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 1405 GMT 23 Mar 81 


[Excerpt] Ankara, 23 Mar (AA)--President Osman Siklar of the Central Bank said the new 
export credit system going into effect in 1 April would constitute a simple, uniform 
and easy-to-use model for credits. 


At a press conference to explain the technicalities of the new system intended as an 
incentive to exportation, Siklar added carriers pledging to bring in part of their foreign 
exchange earnings to Turkey would also be given export credits under the new procedures. 


Noting that the rate of inflation had fallen considerably in recent months, as a result 
of the January 1980 decisions of the government, Siklar announced remittances by Turkish 
workers abroad had reached 2.1 billion dollars in 1980, while export earnings reached 2.9 
billion dollars. 


The estimated volume of 3.5 billion dollars for 1981 exports could be surpassed, Siklar hoped. 


With workers remittances estimated at the same level as in 1980, the 1981 deficit in the 
balance of payments would be around 2.5 billion dollars, he said. 


It would be a “sounder” practice to meet this deficit with increased remittances from 
workers and higher exports rather than foreign loans, grants or debt rescheduling, the 
Central Bank president noted. 


NEW OIL RESERVES DISCOVERED NORTH OF BATMAN 





TA231747 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 1600 GMT 23 Mar 81 


[Text] New crude cil reserves were discovered in the vicinity of Siirt's Batman district. 
A Turkish Radio and Television correspondent has learned that oil was struck at 1,800 
meters in a well located 40 km north of Batman. Oil exploration work was conducted by the 
Turkish Petroleum Corporation. Officials siad that the oil well named "Senho 103" can 
produce daily 1,000 barrels of crude oil. Officials added that though the quality of the 
oil is good the oil reserve area is not very large. 


INDUSTRY MINISTER DEPARTS FOR SUDAN, ROMANIA 





TA221719 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 1600 GMT 22 Mar 81 


{Text] Industry and Technology Minister Sahap Kocatopcu today departed for Khartoum, the 
capital of Sudan, to participate in a meeting sponsored by the UN Industrial Development 
Organization |UNIDO]. In a statement at Istanbul's Yesitkoy Airport before his departure, 
Kocatopcu said that assistance to Sudan for industrial development would be discussed at 
the meeting. 


Kocatopcu added that he would visit Romania after Sudan in order to discuss loans for the 
building of the fourth iron and steel mill in Sivas, as agreed upon in talks and in a 
protocol signed in Ankara between the two countries. 


On domestic issues, the minister said that the government would exert efforts to revive 
the economy--particularly the construction and automotive industries--without causing 
inflation. 
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MALTA 


GOVERNMENT SEEKS ACCORD WITH LIBYA, BACKS PLO 





LD231605 London THE PAILY TELEGRAPH in English 23 Mar 81 p 4 
[A.J. McIlroy dispatch] 


[Text] Valletta--Rapprochement with Libya and the championing of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation were among foreign policy priorities spelled out by Mr Mintoff, at a weekend 
Labour Party rally. 


Mr Mintoff told the rally that he had been informed by the United Nations that Libya was 
prepared to send a delegation to Malta today to exchange documents showing that the 
agreement reached between the two countries for co-operation in 1976 had passed through 
all procedures. 





The agreement was also a means to enabling the vexed dispute between the two countries over 
territorial rights to the waters near Malta to be referred to the International Court 


at The Hague. 


Malta had objected to Libya's claim to the seabed in the dispute over exploratory 
drilling for oil. 


dr Mintoff welcomed to the rally a delegation of the Maltese-Arab Friendship Society which 
included two PLO representatives. 


Mr Mintoff poured ridicule on “the seniles" sitting on the Council of Europe which he 
attacked for failing to condemn Britain over Malta's request that the United Kingdom 
remove wartime bombs and shells "littering" the island's seabed. 


Mr Mintoff dwelt enthusiastically on the events leading to his government telling the 
British to pull out of Malta. 


Malta was tied to no one and would never fight the wars of others. When Europe and the 
Arab world got closer together, Malta would be surrounded by friends. 


Mr Mintoff said his government wanted Malta to be neutral “and fight for just causes 
like the cause of the Palestinians and the PLO." 

















